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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation creates the crime of illegal transmission of monetary funds, which is defined as transmitting, attempting
to transmit, causing to be transmitted, soliciting a transmission, or receiving a transmission, with the intent to defraud, by
wire or radio signal, any stolen or fraudulently obtained monetary funds.
Proposed legislation provides that whoever is convicted of the crime of illegal transmission of monetary funds is to be
imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than 10 years, or fined not more than $100,000, or both.
Proposed legislation provides that a person convicted of illegal transmission of monetary funds is to be ordered to make full
restitution to the victim and to any other person who has suffered a financial loss as a result of the offense. Proposed law
further provides that if the person ordered to make restitution is found to be indigent and therefore unable to make
restitution in full at the time of conviction, then the court is to order a periodic payment plan consistent with the person's
financial ability.

The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is
convicted of illegal transmission of monetary funds.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is 
indeterminable, since the legislation creates a new crime and it is not known how many individuals will be convicted of this
crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases
expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities.  To the extent that offenders are sentenced and housed in
state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $50.75.  Currently, the Department of Corrections houses 50% of state
offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

To the extent an offender serves at least 1 year, the cost in a local facility would be $8,902 (1 offender x $24.39 per day x
365 days) and the cost in a state facility would be $18,524 (1 offender x $50.75 per day x 365 days).  To the extent the
offender served the maximum of 10 years, the cost in a local facility would be $89,020 (1 offender x $8,902 per year x 10
years) and the cost in a state facility would be $185,240 (1 offender x $18,524 per year x 10 years).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities.
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